Dear Friends,

The Lower 9th Ward Village is a 501-c3 community center in the Lower 9th Ward of New Orleans, Louisiana.  As many people know, the Lower 9th Ward was hit hard by Hurricane Katrina.  Today, five years after the disaster, its residents still struggle without access to nutritious food, adequate health services, or a sturdy public education system, among other obstacles.  As a community center, we strive to serve the community as a safe space that allows residents to achieve personal goals and acquire new skills.  However, as we have not as yet received any grant money, struggling to pay bills inhibits us from serving the Lower 9th Ward residents to our greatest capacity.  

And so, we invite your organization to partner with us in working to make the vision of a thriving and fully serviced Lower 9th Ward a reality.

The exchange that we are currently proposing involves the housing of volunteers at our center.  We realize that Jesuit schools all over the country have played a strong and compassionate hand in the rejuvenation of New Orleans since the storm, and are confident that they will continue to do so.  At the Lower 9th Ward Village we have created an air-conditioned/heated bunkhouse that sleeps 35 people comfortably.  We also have two bathrooms each equipped with four showers, a fully functional kitchen, and an air-conditioned lounge area.  Along with that, volunteers will be encouraged to partake in our various community events, giving them a better understanding of the city they are serving.  

Simply put, we are asking that rather than staying in a hotel during your visit to New Orleans, you consider our facility with the knowledge that it will be both more economical for you, at $15 a night per person, and will help our much needed community center to stay afloat.

To make a reservation with us, please visit our website, www.lower9thwardvillage.org and fill out the provided housing document on our “volunteer” page.  Also, please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns at (504) 304-7868 or lower9thwardvillage@gmail.com.  

In today’s world we must remember that this age old sentiment still holds true: It takes a Village.

                                                   Gratefully and Respectfully,

                                                                     The Lower 9th Ward Village 

